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What’s the story of Esther about?
“The book of Esther tells how a Jewish girl became the queen of Persia
and saved her people from a plot to destroy them. She is assisted in this
by Mordecai, her cousin and guardian. It also explains how a special
festival, called Purim, was established to recall and celebrate the
deliverance that the Jews had experienced.” (ESV Study Bible)

When and where did this story unfold? __________ B.C.

(ESV Study Bible, p. 850)

Lesson #1: God has a purpose for my life that’s larger than the
______________________ and ________________
I may experience.
5

Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name
was Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish,
a Benjaminite, 6 who had been carried away from
Jerusalem among the captives carried away with Jeconiah
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
had carried away. 7 He was bringing up Hadassah, that is
Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither
father nor mother. The young woman had a beautiful
figure and was lovely to look at, and when her father and
her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.
8
So when the king’s order and his edict were proclaimed,
and when many young women were gathered in Susa the
citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the
king’s palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge
of the women. (Esther 2:5-8, ESV)

Lesson #2: As God’s people, we are to be __________________
-- set apart from the values and practices of the world
and to the values and purposes of the Lord.
Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws
are different from those of every other people, and they do
not keep the king’s laws, so that it is not to the king’s profit
to tolerate them. (Esther 3:8, ESV)

Lesson #3: Hatred and violence based on __________________
or ethnicity is real . . . and it is _________________!
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of
Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. . .
. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed
with the king’s signet ring. 13 Letters were sent by couriers
to all the king’s provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill,
and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and
children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their
goods. (Esther 3:6b, 12b-13, ESV)

Lesson #4: The ___________________ we make at “defining
moments” will shape the character and direction of
our lives.
When Esther’s young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the
queen was deeply distressed. She sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so
that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then
Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been
appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what
this was and why it was. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open
square of the city in front of the king’s gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all that
had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had
promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews.
8
Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for
their destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and
command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on
behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai
had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to
Mordecai and say, 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s
provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner
court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except
the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live.
But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty
days.”
12
And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told
them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king’s palace
you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent
at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place,
but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you
have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther told
them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa,
and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night
or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to
the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:416, ESV)
4

Lesson #5: Like Esther, we are to be people of faith, courage,
and wise, practical ________________________.
On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner
court of the king’s palace, in front of the king’s quarters, while the king
was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the
entrance to the palace. 2 And when the king saw Queen Esther standing
in the court, she won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the
golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and

touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And the king said to her, “What is it,
Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the
half of my kingdom.” 4 And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king
and Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.”
(Esther 5:1-4, ESV)

Lesson #6: God opposes the ___________________; our hubris
will lead to our humiliation and destruction.
11

And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his
riches, the number of his sons, all the promotions with
which the king had honored him, and how he had
advanced him above the officials and the servants of the
king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one
but me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And
tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king.
(Esther 5:11-12, ESV)
So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had
prepared for Mordecai. (Esther 7:10, ESV)

Lesson #7: God will ultimately defeat his enemies and provide
for, protect, and ___________________________
his people.
on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to
gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the
Jews gained mastery over those who hated them. (Esther
9:1b, ESV)
11

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse!
The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are
like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems,
and he has a name written that no one knows but himself.
13
He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by
which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of
heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a
sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he
will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress
of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe
and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and
Lord of lords. (Revelation 19:11-16, ESV)

