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1. Today we celebrate our freedom as ____________________
of the United States.
(a) The Declaration of Independence

In Congress, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united
States of America, When in the Course of human events,
it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with another,
and to assume among the powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed, . . . .

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare,
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from
all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and
Independent States, they have full Power to levy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent
States may of right do. And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of
divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

(b) The Constitution of the United States (1787)
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution
for the United States of America. . . .
Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.

Our “first freedom” is freedom of _________________________.
As citizens who follow Jesus, we should . . .


_________________ those in authority (Romans 13:1-7)



_________________ our values (Matthew 5:13-16)



Pledge ultimate allegiance to God alone (Acts 5:29)

“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.”
(Matthew 22:21, ESV)
2. Today we celebrate our freedom as ____________________
of Jesus Christ.
31 So

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will
become free’?”
34 Jesus

answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone
who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain
in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:31-36, ESV)
For freedom Christ has set us free;
stand firm therefore, and
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. . . .
For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another.
(Galatians 5:1, 13, ESV)
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.
(2 Corinthians 3:17, ESV)

